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(b) Definitions:  Class II asbestos work means activities involving the removal of ACM which is not thermal 

system insulation or surfacing material. This includes, but is not limited to, the removal of asbestos-

containing wallboard, floor tile and sheeting, roofing and siding shingles, and construction mastics. 

(e)  Regulated Areas 

(1)  All Class I, II and III asbestos work shall be conducted within regulated areas. All other 

operations covered by this standard shall be conducted within a regulated area where airborne 

concentrations of asbestos exceed, or there is a reasonable possibility they may exceed a PEL. 

Regulated areas shall comply with the requirements of paragraphs (2), (3),(4) and (5) of this 

section. 

(2)  Demarcation. The regulated area shall be demarcated in any manner that minimizes the 

number of persons within the area and protects persons outside the area from exposure to 

airborne asbestos. Where critical barriers or negative pressure enclosures are used, they may 

demarcate the regulated area. Signs shall be provided and displayed pursuant to the 

requirements of paragraph (k)(7) of this section. 

(3)  Access. Access to regulated areas shall be limited to authorized persons and to persons 

authorized by the Act or regulations issued pursuant thereto. 

(4)  Respirators. All persons entering a regulated area where employees are required pursuant to 

paragraph (h)(1) of this section to wear respirators shall be supplied with a respirator selected in 

accordance with paragraph (h)(2) of this section. 

(5)  Prohibited activities. The employer shall ensure that employees do not eat, drink, smoke, 

chew tobacco or gum, or apply cosmetics in the regulated area. 

(6)  Competent Persons. The employer shall ensure that all asbestos work performed within 

regulated areas is supervised by a competent person, as defined in paragraph (b) of this section. 

The duties of the competent person are set out in paragraph (o) of this section. 



 
 
 
 

 

Page 2                                            

 
(g)  Methods of compliance. 

(7) Work Practices and Engineering Controls for Class II work. 

(i)  All Class II work shall be supervised by a competent person as defined in 

paragraph (b) of this section. 

Competent person means, in addition to the definition in 29 CFR 1926.32 (f), one 

who is capable of identifying existing asbestos hazards in the workplace and 

selecting the appropriate control strategy for asbestos exposure, who has the 

authority to take prompt corrective measures to eliminate them, as specified in 

29 CFR 1926.32(f): in addition, for Class I and Class II work who is specially trained 

in a training course which meets the criteria of EPA's Model Accreditation Plan 

(40 CFR 763) for supervisor, or its equivalent and, for Class III and Class IV work, 

who is trained in a manner consistent with EPA requirements for training of local 

education agency maintenance and custodial staff as set forth at 40 CFR 763.92 

(a)(2). 

(ii) For all indoor Class II jobs, where the employer has not produced a negative 

exposure assessment pursuant to paragraph (f)(2)(iii) of this section, or where during the 

job, changed conditions indicate there may be exposure above the PEL or where the 

employer does not remove the ACM in a substantially intact state, the employer shall use 

one of the following methods to ensure that airborne asbestos does not migrate from the 

regulated area; 

(A) Critical barriers shall be placed over all openings to the regulated area; or,  

(B)  The employer shall use another barrier or isolation method which 

prevents the migration of airborne asbestos from the regulated area, as verified 

by perimeter area monitoring or clearance monitoring which meets the criteria 

set out in paragraph (g)(4)(ii)(B) of this section. 

(g)(4)(ii)(B):  The employer shall use another barrier or isolation method 

which prevents the migration of airborne asbestos from the regulated 

area, as verified by perimeter area surveillance during each work shift at 

each boundary of the regulated area, showing no visible asbestos dust; 

and perimeter area monitoring showing that clearance levels contained in 

40 CFR Part 763, Subpt. E, of the EPA Asbestos in Schools Rule are met, or 

that perimeter area levels, measured by Phase Contrast Microscopy 

(PCM) are no more than background levels representing the same area 

before the asbestos work began. The results of such monitoring shall be 

made known to the employer no later than 24 hours from the end of the 

work shift represented by such monitoring. Exception: For work 

completed outdoors where employees are not working in areas adjacent 

to the regulated areas, this paragraph (g)(4)(ii) is satisfied when the 

specific control methods in paragraph (g)(5) of this section are used. 
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(C) Impermeable dropcloths shall be placed on surfaces beneath all removal 

activity; 

(iv) All Class II asbestos work shall be performed using the work practices and 

requirements set out above in paragraph (g)(1)(i) through (g)(1)(iii) of this section. 

(g)(1)(i):  Vacuum cleaners equipped with HEPA filters to collect all debris and 

dust containing ACM and PACM, except as provided in paragraph (g)(8)(ii) of this 

section in the case of roofing material. 

(g)(1)(ii):  Wet methods, or wetting agents, to control employee exposures during 

asbestos handling, mixing, removal, cutting, application, and cleanup, except 

where employers demonstrate that the use of wet methods is infeasible due to 

for example, the creation of electrical hazards, equipment malfunction, and, in 

roofing, except as provide in paragraph (g)(8)(ii) of this section; and 

(g)(1)(iii):  Prompt clean-up and disposal of wastes and debris contaminated with 

asbestos in leak-tight containers except in roofing operations, where the 

procedures specified in paragraph (g)(8)(ii) of this section apply. 

(8) Additional Controls for Class II work. Class II asbestos work shall also be performed by 

complying with the work practices and controls designated for each type of asbestos work to be 

performed, set out in this paragraph. Where more than one control method may be used for a 

type of asbestos work, the employer may choose one or a combination of designated control 

methods. Class II work also may be performed using a method allowed for Class I work, except 

that glove bags and glove boxes are allowed if they fully enclose the Class II material to be 

removed. 

(i) For removing vinyl and asphalt flooring materials which contain ACM or for which 

in buildings constructed no later than 1980, the employer has not verified the absence of 

ACM pursuant to paragraph (g)(8)(i)(I) of this section. The employer shall ensure that 

employees comply with the following work practices and that employees are trained in 

these practices pursuant to paragraph (k)(9) of this section: 

(A) Flooring or its backing shall not be sanded. 

(B) Vacuums equipped with HEPA filter, disposable dust bag, and metal floor 

tool (no brush) shall be used to clean floors. 

(C) Resilient sheeting shall be removed by cutting with wetting of the snip 

point and wetting during delamination. Rip-up of resilient sheet floor material is 

prohibited. 

(D) All scraping of residual adhesive and/or backing shall be performed using 

wet methods. 

(E) Dry sweeping is prohibited. 
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(F)  Mechanical chipping is prohibited unless performed in a negative 

pressure enclosure which meets the requirements of paragraph (g)(5)(i) of this 

section. 

(G) Tiles shall be removed intact, unless the employer demonstrates that 

intact removal is not possible. 

(H) When tiles are heated and can be removed intact, wetting may be 

omitted. 

(I) Resilient flooring material including associated mastic and backing shall 

be assumed to be asbestos-containing unless an industrial hygienist determines 

that it is asbestos-free using recognized analytical techniques. 

(j) Hygiene facilities and practices for employees. 

(2) Requirements for Class I work involving less than 25 linear or 10 square feet of TSI or 

surfacing ACM and PACM, and for Class II and Class III asbestos work operations where exposures 

exceed a PEL or where there is no negative exposure assessment produced before the operation. 

(i) The employer shall establish an equipment room or area that is adjacent to the 

regulated area for the decontamination of employees and their equipment which is 

contaminated with asbestos which shall consist of an area covered by a impermeable 

drop cloth on the floor or horizontal working surface. 

(ii) The area must be of sufficient size as to accommodate cleaning of equipment and 

removing personal protective equipment without spreading contamination beyond the 

area (as determined by visible accumulations). 

(iii) Work clothing must be cleaned with a HEPA vacuum before it is removed. 

(iv) All equipment and surfaces of containers filled with ACM must be cleaned prior to 

removing them from the equipment room or area. 

(v) The employer shall ensure that employees enter and exit the regulated area 

through the equipment room or area. 


